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The SwedisHanguagenewspapers
played an important role in keeping tf
Swedish identity and language alive
among the immigrants. They also
effectively played the part as
interpreters ofhe American society
and culturdor the newly arrived
immigrans. By the year 1910, when
the Swedish cultural sphere had its
absolute high point in the USA, there
were 58 weekly papeend 238
periodicalsoublished.

The papers in Swedish

were important sources of
information and contact
carriers

The largest Swedislanguage
newspapers were located in Chicago
(Svenska TribunenNyheter) and in
Minneapolis (Svenska Amerikanska
Posten), each one of them published
more than 50.000 newspapers a wee
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Work In the new country

A lot of hands were required to build the Argan cities,
factories and raibads during the expansion westward.
When the Swedish emigration reached its high point
the 18®'s many Swedes could seewr job, but they
entered a labor market with a distinct hierarchy. The
Swedes were considered a complementary work force
use when there were no Americans left to employ.

The English speaking immigrants

competed well in the labor market

Studies made ofindividual companies show clear
differentiation between workers born in America and
workers that had immigrated to America. There were ¢
differentiations made between different immigrant
groups. The position in the hierarchy was generally
determineddy how long the immigrant had stayed in th
country, but also by how culture and language was
valued by the AnglAmerican society. You had a highe
status if you were Canadian or English than if you wer
Scandinavian. The English speaking immigrantsabd

on the labor market despieing newly arrivals

English culture and language gave the
Americansanexperience of mingling with
an ethnic relative; the English immigrants
were often referred to &Cousin Jack
Norwegians and Swedes mgekept as a
work force in reserve that was employed
when there were no English speaking
workers to employ.

Division of labor in per cent in North America
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The railroad offered a lot of work

opportunities for immigrants
The conditions differed between immigrants and born
Americans. The men working on tleomotivewere on

top of the hierarchy and almost without exception borr

Americans while Swedemnd other immigrant groups
had to sttle with seasonal work asvviesor trackmen.

The picture below shows a young wate
carrier at the railroad. They could begir
work at the age of 10 and would supply
theadultworkers with water during the
work day. For the boys it sometimass
a competitive advantage to be able to
speak a noifenglish language, for
example if you were to serve a
working team that was completely
Scandhavian.

A casual laborer's

wandering

During the period between 1880 an
1930 manynewly arrived Swedish
immigrants worked as wandering
casual labars The mapshowsthe
wandering of the Scandinavian Ole
HanssoracrossAmerica looking for
work. It wasn't musual that Swedish
immigrant men changed work place
many times during a yedt.was
Common to workwith logging
duringthewinter and as farm
workers during the summer.



